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LIMIT DISTRIBUTION 

d IN ORDER REPEAT INTERESTED MISSIONS THIS MESSAGE NOT HIGHLY 
^CLASSIFIED BUT TRUST WILL BE HANDLED WITH GREAT DISCRETION, 
w l SHALL GIVE ABBREVIATED ACCOUNT BRITISH FRENCH AND GERMAN 
§ COLLEAGUES. 
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^YESTERDAY AM KUZNETSOV PHONED TO SAY K WOULD BE ATTENDING AMERICA^ 
SICE REVUE AND HOPED I WOULD 8E PRESENT. ON ARRIVAL MY WIFE AND "* 
gl WERE TAKEN DIRECTLY TO HIS BOX. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY FURT&VA, 
«gKUZNETSOV, TROYANOVSKY, AND HIS SON AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAW. AT 
INTERMISSION WE SAT DOWN TO SUPPER IN ADJOINING ROOM AND DID* 
IOT RETURN TO REVUE. 

§WK SAID FRANKLY HE HAD SEEN ENOUGH ICE SHOWS AND |NVlTATl<gf 
^JWAS EXCUSE FOR DISCUSSION FORTHCOMING MEETING WITH PRESiatNT. 
|HE SAID HE EXPECTED LEAVE SAT OR SUN BY RAIL STOPPING IN"*" 
^KIEV FOR SOME RELAXATION AS WELL AS LVOV AND BRATISLAVA «tER^ 
gHE WOULD SPEND 30 HOURS. HE EXPECTS ARRIVE VIENNA ABOUT 2®)0Ng 
JUNE 2. HE WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY WIFE AND DAUGHTER- 1 N-L^, 

CONVERSATION RANGED OVER WIDE FIELD AND AS I COULD TAKE £§ 
NOTES SEQUENCE FOLLOWING REPORT MAY NOT BE EXACT BUT ESSENTIALS 
"S^WERE AS FOLLOWS: 
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HE REVEALED PLA INLY HE WAS TROUBLED BY PROBLEM HOW DEAL WJ-TH 
PRESIDENT ON QUESTION BERLIN. HE WOULD NOT MAKE SAME APPROACH 
TO PRESIDENT AS HE WAS NOW MAKING TO ME ALTHOUGH HE KNEW I 
WOULD REPORT OUR CURRENT CONVERSATION. THIS WAS DIFFERENT MATTER 
HOWEVER THAN FOR HIM AND PRESIDENT TO HAVE DISCUSSION ON THIS 
DELICATE PROBLEM IN FRONT OF THEIR ASSISTANTS. IN GENERAL- 
HE TOOK SAME LINE WITH ME AS HE HAD WITH KROLL STATING IF NO 
AGREEMENT REACHED ON BERLIN THEY WOULD SIGN SEPARATE 
PEACE TREATY IN FALL OR WINTER AFTER GERMAN ELECTIONS AND 
PROBABLY AFTER PARTY CONGRESS. THIS WOULD END OUR OCCUPATION 
RIGHTS AND EAST GERMANS WOULD CONTROL COMMUNICATIONS. HE REALIZED 
THIS WOULD BRING PERIOD OF GREAT TENSION BUT HE WAS CONVINCED" 
WOULD NOT LEAD TO WAR. GERMAN REUNIFICATION WAS IMPOSSIBLE AND 
IN FACT NO ONE. RFALLY WANTED IT INCLUDING DEGAULLE^ MACMI LLAN fy * 
AND ADENAUER £ 01 



I TOLD HIM WITH UTMOST SERIOUSNESS IT WAS MY DUTY AS AMBASSADOR 

TO SEE THAT HE WAS UNDER NO MISUNDERSTANDING OF OUR POSITION 

AND THAT IF HE SIGNED SEPARATE TREATY AND FORCE WAS USED TO 

INTERFERE WITH OUR COMMUNICATIONS IT WOULD BE MET WITH FORCE. 

HE REPLIED IF WE WANTED WAR WE WOULD GET IT BUT HE WAS CONVINCED 

ONLY MADMAN WOULD WANT WAR AND WESTERN LEADERS NOT MAD THOUGH 

HITLER HAD BEEN. I SAID OUR PRESTIGE WAS DEEPLY ENGAGED IN OUR 

PLEDGE TO PEOPLE OF BERLIN AND WE WOULD CARRY OUT OUR COMMITMENT. 

WHEN HE PLUGGED THEIR FREE CITY PROPOSAL I SAID FRANKLY WE 

WERE BOUND TO BE SUSPICIOUS OF EMPHASIS THEY PUT UPON CHANGING 

BASIS OF OUR RIGHTS THERE AND REDUCTION OF OUR TROOPS. 

WHEN HE SAID NOTHING WOULD REALLY BE CHANGED I ASKED ABOUT OUR 

ACCESS AND HE REPLIED FRANKLY THIS WOULD BE PREVENTED 

EXCEPT BY AGREEMENT WITH EAST GERMANS. WHEN HE DENIGRATED IMPORTANCE 

OF BERLIN I INQUIRED WHY THEN SHOULD HE TAKE SUCH RISKS 

OVER IT AND OBSERVED WHILE HE MIGHT NOT WANT BERLIN, ULBRICHT 

CLEARLY DID. I POINTED OUT HE HAD HIMSELF OBSERVED OUR TROOPS 
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HAD NO MILITARY VALUE. HE REPEATED MANY TIMES THROUGHOUT 

CONVERSATION IT WAS \6 YEARS AFTER WAR AND NECESSARY PUT 

END TO OCCUPATION. UNDER MY PRESSING HE SAID ONE REASON FOR ACTION 

WAS THAT SO LONG AS QUESTION REMAINED IN PRESENT STATUS 

ADENAUER WOULD ASPIRE TO MAKE BERLIN CAPITAL OF WEST GERMANY. 

IN THIS CONNECTION HE REFERRED TO TALK OF BUNDESTAG MEETING 

IN BERLIN. I PROBED FURTHER TO FIND OUT WHAT ELEMENTS OF PROBLEM 

WERE OF GREATEST IMPORTANCE TO HIM AND MENTIONED REFUGEES. 

HE BRUSHED THIS ASIDE AND SAID BERLIN WAS RUNNING SORE WHICH 

HAD TO BE ELIMINATED. I SAID ALTHOUGH PROBLEM HAD EXISTED FOR 

16 YEARS WE HAD SURVIVED THAT PERIOD WITHOUT TOO GREAT DIFFICULTY. 

WE COULD NOT STOP HIM FROM SIGNING PEACE TREATY BUT IMPORTANT 

QUESTION WAS WHETHER OUR RIGHTS WERE INTERFERED WITH. 

HE REPEATED CATEGORICALLY OUR ACCESS WOULD BE PREVENTED. HE 

SAID THEY WOULD NOT TOUCH OUR TROOPS IN BERLIN BUT THEY 

MIGHT HAVE TO TIGHTEN THEIR BELTS. 

THOMPSON 

SGC 

Note: Advance copy Mr. Winship (EUR) 11 a.m., 5/24/CWO-JRL 
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HE SAID HOWEVER THEY WOULD NOT IMPOSE BLOCKADE . WHEN HE REVERTED 
TO QUESTION OF FRONTIERS AND SAID THIS WAS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE 
TO POLES AND CZECHS AND WAS DISTURBING FACTOR I EXPRESSED 
PERSONAL OPINION THAT IF THIS WERE HEART OF PROBLEM IT WOULD 
NOT BE TOO DIFFICULT TO HANDLE. HE EXPRESSED GREAT INTEREST 
IN THIS BUT I REFUSED TO BE DRAWN FURTHER. AT ONE TIME WHEN HE 
WAS AGAIN TALKING OF HORRORS OF WAR BUT HIS DETERMINATION TO FACE 
IT IF NECESSARY HE SAID HE COULD NOT BELIEVE WE WOULD BRING ON 
SUCH CATASTROPHE, I POINTED OUT IT WAS HE WHO WOULD BE 
TAKING ACTION TO CHANGE PRESENT SITUATION, TO THIS HE REPLIED 
WE WOULD BE ONES WHO WOULD HAVE TO CROSS FRONTIER. TO EMPHASIZE 
SERIOUSNESS OUR POSITION I SAID I THOUGHT IN WEST WE LOOKED 
AT MATTER IN FOLLOWING WAY. IF WE GAVE IN TO HIS PRESSURE WE 
WOULD LOSE WEST BERLIN AND THIS WOULD PROBABLY LEAD TO LOSS 
OF WEST GERMANY AND EUROPE. WHEN HE CHALLENGED THIS POSITION 
I SAID PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT WOULD BE DISASTROUS TO OUR 
POSITION. HE SAID THEIR PROPOSAL HAD BEEN DESIGNED TO SAVE 
OUR PRESTIGE • ! SAID IT WOULD NOT DO SO. HE REFERRED TO 
PROPOSALS THEY HAD MADE TO ADENAUER AND SAID THEY WERE PREPARED 
TO ACCEPT TEMPORARY BERLIN SOLUTION TO ALLOW TWO GERMAN 
SIDES NEGOTIATE BUT SAID CLEARLY IF THEY DID NOT AGREE AT 
END OF GIVEN PERIOD PEACE TREATY WOULD BE CONCLUDED WITH 
TWO GERMAN I ES. HE KNEW WE WOULD NOT AGREE AN HE WOULD SIGN 
SEPARATE TREATY. 

rnNFmFNTiA! REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 

LUiNr 1 ucn 11 «i_ _ PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 
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PERHAPS ONE OF HIS MOST REVEALING REMARKS WAS WHEN I SUGGESTED 

SITUATION MIGHT BE LEFT AS IT IS. HE DECLARED WITH SOME HEAT 

THAT WE APPARENTLY WISHED TO DAMAGE THEIR PRESTIGE AND SAID 

MATTER COULD NOT GO BEYOND FALL OR WINTER THIS YEAR. HE REMINDED 

ME HIS ORIGINAL PLAN HAD BEEN TO ACT WITHIN 6 MONTHS. 

THIRTY MONTHS HAVE NOW PASSED. HE THREW OUT POSSIBILITY OF OUR 

EACH REDUCING OUR TROOPS IN GERMANY BY SAY ONE-THIRD. I SAID 8f>* 

L ei 

J I REFUSE TO BELIEVE THAT YOUR GERMANS ARE ANY BETTER ~ 
THAN OURS." K LAUGHED, REACHED OVER TABLE AND SAID IMPULSIVELY 
"LETS SHAKE ON THAT." AFTERWARDS HE SEEMED SOMEWHAT EMBARRASSED 
BY HIS REMARK. 

HE SEEMED TO BE GROPING FOR SOME POSSIBLE WAY OUT OF IMPASSE 
AND I THEREFORE PUT FORWARD IN GUARDED TERMS AS PURELY PERSONAL 
SUGGESTION MY THOUGHT THAT WE MIGHT AGREE TO PUT MATTER OFF 
FOR NUMBER OF YEARS ON BASIS OF OUR GENEVA PACKAGE PROPOSAL. 
HE REPEATED MATTER COULD NOT WAIT AND THAT THIS WAS PROBLEM WHICH 
WAS SPOILING ALL OUR RELATIONS. HE WAS CONVINCED IF THIS 
PROBLEM COULD BE SOLVED WE COULD MAKE MUCH PROGRESS 
ON OUR MANY OTHER PROBLEMS. THESE OTHER PROBLEMS WERE SERIOUS 
BUT NONE OF THEM WAS VITAL AS WAS GERMAN PROBLEM. WHEN I SAID 
OUR GENEVA PROPOSALS HAD NOT BEEN BAD HE SAID IN ANY EVENT 
WESTERN MINISTERS HAD WITHDRAWN THEM. I THOUGHT IT BEST NOT 
TO DENY THIS BUT ALSO NOT TO CONFIRM IT. IN PRESENTING MY 
SUGGESTION I SAID THIS WOULD GIVE US TIME TO APPROACH 
DISARMAMENT QUESTION CALMLY AND SUCCESS IN THIS WOULD 
FACILITATE SOLUTION OF GERMAN PROBLEM. HE SAID FRANKLY 
DISARMAMENT IMPOSSIBLE AS LONG AS BERLIN PROBLEM EXISTED, HE 
IGNORED MY QUESTION HOW LONG ULBRICHT NEEDED TO CONSOLIDATE 
HIS REGIME TO POINT WHERE HE COULD FACE FREE CHOICE OF PEOPLE, 
MAKING REMARK IT WAS QUESTION OF DIFFERENT SOCIAL SYSTEMS. 
IN THIS PART CONVERSATION HE REFERRED TO FACT WE HAD PREVENTED 
SOVIET UNION FROM COLLECTING REPARATIONS FROM GERMANY BUT WE 
AGREED NO POINT RAKING OVER PAST HISTORY. 
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EARLY IN CONVERSATION K STATED HE HAD READ PRESIDENTS 
REMARKS TO SOVIET JOURNALISTS AND SAID HE APPROVED OF THEM HE 
EXPRESSED ADMIRATION FOR PRESIDENT BUT SAID WITH OBVIOUS PLEASURE 
THAT PRESIDENT HAD MADE ERROR IN CUBAN AFFAIR. WHEN I OBSERVED 
CUBAN AFFAIR PUT PRESIDENT IN EVEN MORE DIFFICULT POSITION IN 
TACKLING GERMAN PROBLEM HE SAID HE FULLY UNDERSTOOD THIS. HE 
ALSO REFERRED SEVERAL TIMES TO HIS TALK WITH EISENHOWER AND 
SAID HE HAD STRONG IMPRESSION EISENHOWER UNDERSTOOD BERLIN 
QUESTION COULD NOT BE LEFT UNRESOLVED AND HAD IT NOT BEEN 
FOR U-2 AGREEMENT MIGHT HAVE BEEN REACHED AT SUMMIT MEETING. 
HE REFERRED FREQUENTLY TO ITEMS IN OUR PRESS COMMENTING ON 
WHAT HE WOULD AND WOULDNT DO ABOUT GERMANY AND SAID HE WAS 
CONVINED ALLAN DULLES AGENTS WERE HEATING UP BERLIN PROBLEM 
DELIBERATELY. I OF COURSE DENIED THIS CATEGORICALLY. 

IN DISCUSSING HIS BERLIN PROPOSAL HE SAID THEY ASKED ONLY 
ADDITION OF SYMBOLIC SOVIET FORCES IN WEST BERLIN. HE 
CATEGORICALLY REJECTED MY MENTION OF POSSIBILITY AN ALL-BERLIN 
SOLUTION. 

OTHER SUBJECTS AND COMMENT IN SEPTELS . 

THOMPSON 
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